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Rebecca Vendettiis a member of our faith community at the Church of Saint John the Evangelist along
with her husband Jacob, andtheir twin sons Zechariah and Elijah. Rebeccais a PhD candidate in the
Religious Studies Department at McMaster University and has recently submitted her dissertation which
discusses the work of C.S. Lewis and his understandingof the church's doctrine of the atonement.

"God at Work" is a sermon series following the stories of Samuel and Davidin the book of 1 Samueland
tracing God's gracious activitiesin their lives with a view to helping us grow in our ability to see God's
gracious activity atwork in ourownlives.

On Tuesday, last week, | said “no” toa job offer. It was one of the scariest things| have ever done.
And I've beenin lock down in a hospital, hiding ina corner, thinking that | might die execution
style. I'mnot sure which was scarier, to be honest.

The job was for ayouth ministry positioninToronto. And this will come back tothe story of David
and Samuel, | promise. It was part time, paidwell,something I’'m passionateabout,and | have
nothing else tofall back on. Totally counterintuitive,illogical,and totallyfrightening.

Why | said “no” basically comes down to trusting God, which is one of the central themes inour
story about Samuel anointing David. | had asked God to give me a giant neon, flashing signas to
what to do next. I’'mnearly done the PhD. (Yay!) | know| want towork in the church. So now
what? Well, God opened the Torontodoor, but | wasn't sureif I should walk throughit. But why
would He open the door if I'm not supposedtogo there, right? Well, it turns out that sometimes
God has us do things that may seem counterintuitive inorder tostrengthenour faithin him,and
our willingness totrust himinall circumstances.

This was the case for Samuel and David. Davidwas not the obvious choice for king. He was the
youngest brother. Evenhis father apparently did not think him a suitable candidate, since he
didn’t bother calling himin from the fields until Samuel asked, “Are you sure you don’t have any
more sons?” Last week Bethtalked about how God doesn’'t always act inthe way that we expect,
and that we are oftenjudging (and expecting things towork out according to) worldly standards.
This was the case withSamuel and David. And, in fact,it was the case for me last week as well.

My worldly standards were those of wealth, comfort,and safety. | wantedtorely ona paycheck. |
would feel safe if | had employment lined up that would help to pay the bills. Infact, | have an
interview coming up on the 20" for an administrationjobthat | want more than| want the youth
job, and perhaps for better reasons. My original planwas totakethe secondinterviewwiththe
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youth job (which would have happened before the admininterview,onthe 19'™),to keepmy
options open. What if the admin job doesn’t work out? | need something,don’t I? Keeping this
option open until | know about the other is safe.

I should tell youwhat happened after | got the sort-of offer of the youthministry job, to clarify the
story. They saidthey wereinterested. They said, “Let’s meet againnextweek todiscuss a
potential youth programand showyou around the church.” | was excited about working with
youthand advancing the Gospel, but anxious about the location. 2 evenings awayfromhome plus
Sundays. The husband works the rest of the evenings,sowe’d basically never see eachother.
Maybe Saturdays. But there’s a closerjob. One that wouldn’t require evening work (sol could
keep volunteering with the youth group here) and one that fits around my family’s schedule. But |
don’t havethat oneyet. Whoin their right mind is going to step off of one boat - where it’s safe -
before there’s another boat tosteponto? And aren’t I really just making excuses?

The morning after | got the sort-of offer | called a friend, who recommended that we gowalk a
labyrinthupon West 5" tosee if God has any answers to this “which job” problem. In fact, God
gave both of us the passage about the liliesin the field and not being concerned about money.
“Look at thelilies and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet Solomonin all
his glory was not dressed as beautifully as theyare. Andif God cares sowonderfully for flowers
that are heretoday and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you
havesolittle faith?... (Ouch,right?)... And don’t be concerned about what toeat and what to drink.
Don’t worry about suchthings. These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the
world, but your Father already knows yours needs.” This came toboth of us,separately.
Coincidence?

One of my biggest reasons for taking the jobin Torontowould be money. It’s a good paycheck. |
need a good paycheck. If ’'mtaking money completely out of the picture, |l cando everythingelse
that I would want out of this position by volunteering with our youth group here. But | was scared.
Scared of stepping out of the boat without a life raft. Shouldn’t | wait for a life raft to come by?
Those waves look awfully big. And | could, really, if | just dug my heels inanddid it, run the youth
programin Toronto,do the administrationtooif they want me,and run my Navigators ministry
(another big, fat stepping out infaith project). But | would be acting out of fear. | would be doing
the secondinterviewfor the youth ministry jobbecause | was afraid of not getting the adminjob.
And if | took the youth ministry job, it would not be because | was excited togrowa youthgroup (I
am, but maybe not so much one anhour away) but because | was afraid of what would happen
come September if | don’t have ajob lined up.

I would be placing my trust incircumstances, injobinterviews,andinpaychecks,instead of in God.
And when | was talking with another friend about this in a coffeeshop, | asked why God had
opened this door if | wasn’t supposedtotake the job. She had, wisely, suggested that perhapsmy
anxiety over the situationandthe fact that it would decimate our family life was perhaps God
closingthe door. “Yeah, but....”

“Who areyou trusting,inthis scenario?” She asked. “God, or a paycheck.”

“Definitely the paycheck. Definitely not God.”



And in theresulting conversationshe essentially preached my sermon (my original David and
Samuel sermonthat | wrote before all this happened) back tome.

And what that looked like was something like this.

What do you place your trustin? Do you really trust God? (My answer tothis was emphatically
“no”. I know that | amsupposedto. And | know, theoretically, thathe works all things for my good.
But deepdown inside me there’s something that says, “There is noway that this is all going to work
out. I have topower throughthis andfix it on myown.” Infact,| have said,out loud, to God, “No.
No, | don’t trust that youwill make all this right. | don’t trust that youwill provide something more
fitting. | don’t trust that everything will work out. | need todo this completely under my own
steam. | need thisthing,right here,right now.” Sounds familiar,doesn’tit? AdamandEvealsodid
not trust God and wantedto do things their own way. They tried todetermine forthemselveswhat
was right and what was wrong. And look how that turnedout.)

Well,Davidreallytrusted God. We learn,inthis passage from 1 Samuel,that Goddoesn’t see
things the way we see them. “People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.” And what we find in David’s heart is this:

1. Heisbrave. Laterinthestory, hekills the giant, Goliath, wheneveryone elseis afraid todo
battle withhim. We alsolearnthat, as a shepherd, he rescues lambs from the mouths of
lions and bears. Heis able todo this because he trusts that Godis incomplete control.

2. Davidhasatruly grateful heart. Psalm 30: “l will give thanksunto thee forever”.

3. Davidisreliable. He keeps the sheep,whichis alonely and dirty job, but he does it because
that’s what he has beenassignedtodo. He even places his life onthe line to protect those
sheep.

4. Davidhas atruthful nature. When he sinned (a pretty massive sininvolving adultery and
what amounts tomurder), he admitted his sinto God and was forgiven.

5. Davidhasatransparentlife. He prayed (Psalm 26:2) that God would examine his life.
“Searchme, O God, and know my heart: try me,and know my thoughts.” (I take comfortin
thefact that atleast | amhonest when,inmy biggest moments of doubt, | say to God “Umm
... don’t really think you've got this.” Transparency is better thanthe alternative. | mean,
really, God knows what’s in our hearts anyway. | might as well be honest.)

6. Davidwas confident in God’s power and trusted that God would see him throughlife’s
struggles. Whenhe offers todo battle with Goliath, he displays this confidence in God:
“The Lord who rescued me from the claws of the lionand the bear will rescue me fromthis
Philistine!”(1Sam 17:37). David has a true and genuine faith,a faithsostrong thathe can
approach a nine-foot giant inbattle withonly 5 stones and a slingshot and trust that God
will see him through.

Imagine having this kind of faith in God, this kind of trust that God will see you through life’s
challenges and that he will work all things for your good.

Thefactisthat Godsees all of this in David. God knows David better than David knows David.
God knows you better thanyouknow you. When the time comes toselect a newking, God doesn’t
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judge by outward appearance, but rather “looks at the heart” (1 Sam 16:7). What this tells us is
that the world’s standards are different than God’s standards.

We ssee thisinthe passagefrom 2 Corinthians today as well: “We have stopped evaluatingothers
from a human point of view.” We, too, are not to judge things by their appearances, by the
standards of the world. Godand the world do not have the same perspectiveonlife. Theworld
values wealth, reputation, comfort, stability.... What God wants fromus first and foremost is a
heart that trusts Him, that follows himevenwhenthe standards of the world suggest that doing so
is foolish.

We ssee thisinGod’s rejectionof Eliab. According tothe world’s standards, where success is
measured by strength, power, wealth, and reputation, we would expect Eliabto be chosenking
because of his positionin the family. We learnlater,though,that Eliabhas atemperandheis
distrustful of David (perhaps signallinga nature that is more generallydistrustful). The choosing
of Davidinverts the hierarchy of world.

The world judges according towhat you have, what youdo, and what people say about you.
(These were the temptationsthat the devil used against Christin his 40 days inthe desert.) David,
being the youngest, had nothing. What he did was totend the sheep, a dirty and thankless jobthat
came with no power or reputation,and what people said about himwas, basically....well, not much.
He wasn't even considered as a choice for king. According to the standards of the world, he wasn’t
evenin the running. But God had other plans.

And | think that God chose David primarily because David trusted Godinall circumstances. His
bravery came from his belief that God would work all things for his good. He was truthful, reliable,
grateful,and would follow God wherever He led him. The kind of trustin God that David
demonstratesis amazing. How many of us would walk up toan armed giant with nothing but a
slingshot and a handful of stones andsay, “l trust that God’s got this.”

As we seeinDavid,sometimes we need todo foolishthings inorderto build that trustandto
strengthenour faith. Like amustardseed,evenasmallamount of faith (recall that Jesustells
Peter, as he steps out of the boat onto the water, that he has a little faith) cangrowintosomething
strong and magnificent. David’s trustin God allowed him to rescue sheep fromthe mouths of
lions, to defeat Goliath, the nine-foot giant, with only a handful of stones,andto conquer countless
enemies as king of Israel.

If we never practice trusting, however, we cannot expect thattrust, that faith,togrow. And that’s
how we come back tomy turning down the job offer. For me, this was anexerciseintrust. Jesus,
in the Gospels,says “Donot be afraid. Just trust me.” (Luke 8:50 - paraphrase) God knows that |
ambad at that. Here was anopportunity topracticeit.

And so, toend, | would like toask you a question, to ask youtoreally examine your own heart and
toexplore, honestly,who is it that youtrust?



